
STUDENT ARCHITECTURAL 

COMPETITION 
 

 

APARTMENT BUILDING IN THE CENTRE OF TIRGU 
MURES. 

 
 

 The Competition dealing with the introduction of a Residential Apartment Building into the 
downtown area of the city of Tirgu Mures attracted 222 entries from Schools of Architecture in 
Romania, Moldova and Hungary. 
 
All of the participating students were from the Second Year of their respective programmes. 
 
The project was complex, with a site location that obliged the participants to address issues of 
relationships with an existing urban fabric, a heritage context, orientation, aspect, architectural 
language and materiality, and scale. 
 
In general the members of the jury were very impressed by the standard of the entries, the 
depth to which the projects were explored and the maturity displayed in the solutions 
submitted.   Many of the projects exceeded the standards which might normally be associated 
with the second year level of Architectural programmes. 
 
It was clear that numerous proposals had been given deep consideration from the point of view 
of, organisation, architectural expression, relevance to the site and its wider context, quality of 
light and orientation, social factors related to human living, significance of structure and 
materials, scale, and responsibility towards the environment. 
 
It was also encouraging that some of the competitors considered non conventional forms of 
human living, the sustainability of their proposals from both an economic and energy 
perspective.   The exploration of possibilities and directions for housing that ventured well 
beyond the boundaries described in the brief, coupled with entertaining narratives explaining 
their intentions was a welcome additional experience for the jury.   The evidence of concepts 
such as the Urban Family and the Garden Community were indicators of a sense of social 
responsibility which is clearly present in the culture of some of the Schools. 
 
The building of models, and the use of model studies during the design process was present in 
many submissions, and in most cases where this was observed, these studies enhanced the 
quality of the student's work, and provided the jury with valuable insights into the processes 
that led to the final presentations. 
 
The quality of graphic representation varied considerably in both the cases of hand-drawings 
and computer generated images.  Schools should make a specific effort to invest teaching time 
in representation and communication of the project.   The quality of some of the better graphic 
representations were not always matched by the same level of architectural thinking behind the 
images.   Many of the highly Professional and commercial-type presentations would have 
benefited from a deeper thought process underpinning the design, and many of the well-



conceived, but poorly drawn submissions would have benefited from a more developed and 
refined graphic skill, be it hand-drawn or computer generated. 
 
The general high standard was, in the main very even, and the members of the jury found it 
necessary to investigate the projects at some considerable depth and detail  in order to identify 
those that should be awarded Prizes and Honourable Mentions. 
 
From a shortlist of twenty, First, Second and Third Prizes, and Four Honourable  
Mentions were selected. 
 
2K6VS – Ingrid Dragomir - Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Cluj-Napoca  
This was a brave project, with its author taking considerable risk in order to be faithful to a 
strong architectural idea. 
 
It has been carried out with rigour, clearly separating the parts of the building to identify 
different functions, and creating a strong relationship between structure and circulation. 
 
The detailed planning and development of the spaces did not live up to the strength of the 
original idea, and the north-facing bias in most rooms missed an opportunity to avail of southern 
light and sunlight. 
 
951K2 – Brează Lorena – Faculty of Architecture, Timișoara 
A strong idea about the North façade acting as a filter between the building and the street, 
allowing a high quality environment to develop for the living spaces, resulting in bright, dual-
aspect apartments. 
 
The poor quality of the drawing and the general presentation almost resulted in the jury passing 
over this project and missing the significance of the concept.  It was shaved by the presence of 
the small photographs of the model study. 
 
1W3W5 – Tanko Kinsco-Maria - Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Cluj-Napoca  
A project presented with conviction which was generated by the proposed building following 
the edges of the site’s external boundaries resulting in a clear single building with dual-aspect 
living spaces. 
 
A well presented three dimensional computer-generated rendering gave substance to the 
scheme. 
 
The deep courtyard would rarely benefit from direct sunlight, but this was mitigated by the 
provision of an upper-level amenity space.  The north-facing bedrooms could have been 
improved by the introduction of small openings to permit the entry of shafts of southern 
sunlight. 
 
3W2T9 – Barabas Denes - Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Cluj-Napoca  
The presence of the public realm opening off Str. Tineretului to the North gave the project a 
direct connection with the local community.  The private garden was identified as a feature 
typical of the local region. 
 



The scale related to the site’s context, but the northwestern corner was considerably weakened 
by the presence of the large Loggia at the upper level. 
 
The exact positioning of the two block reduces the possibility of Southern light and sunshine 
entering the public terrace area. 
 
 
Third Prize  
3E902 – Kata Kovacs - University of Technology and Economics - Faculty of Architecture, 
Budapest 
This project is about Process, and the thinking that informs how design decisions are made.   It is 
about the journey rather than the destination, and its polemic is about possibilities, more than 
site-specific responses. 
 
The development of a modular matrix which reflects adaptability allows the process to move 
from a thought to a system, providing a tantalising glimpse as to how and to where the project 
will finally develop. 
 
It is a recognition of the importance of process over product, and an acknowledgement that 
considerable thinking has taken place to bring this work-in-progress to the point at which it has 
now been presented. 
 
The modular being developed, and the code used to identify it needs to be more clearly 
articulated to permit a detailed image of the possibilities to emerge. 
 
This is an appropriate type of project, particularly for a student at Second Year level, 
at those first stages of the journey that is Architectural Education. 
 
 
Second Prize  
OJ5K8 – Barbu Alexandru Ștefan – Faculty of Architecture, Timișoara  
This project is loaded with ambition, handling the complex assembly of numerous spatial 
elements with great confidence.   It exhibits a refined understanding of what constitutes quality 
of individual spaces and how they are put together to ensure that the whole is greater than the 
sum of the parts. 
 
The views from the spaces within the building, and the way that these spaces receive light 
identify this project as being of a very high standard.   The multi-aspect nature of the individual 
rooms ensures a living environment of exceptional quality. 
 
The introduction, and placing of the trees, integrated into the building, demonstrates the 
understanding of the significance of landscape and the volumetric contribution it can make to 
the urban fabric. 
 
The extension of the modular notion into the interiors and the furniture is evidence of deep 
thinking and a project well-considered. 
 
 
First Prize   



7Z5L1 – Fulop Csenge - Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Cluj-Napoca  
The clear and subtle placing of two volumes, which though separate define the edges of the site 
without occupying all the site boundaries.   They create a residual space between them that 
adds an additional dimension to the urban footprint providing  the passer-by with the possibility 
of a new movement pattern and an enhanced urban experience. 
 
The positioning and the individual geometry of the blocks identifies them as a single 
manifestation, a pair in conversation, while providing a respectful distance from their neighbour 
to the South. 
 
The resulting living spaces within the blocks benefit from this primary decision, thus providing 
good orientation, good aspect and quality light. 
 
The scale and height of these buildings are entirely appropriate to the site and its context, and 
while retaining their own identity, they act as a convincing transitional Architecture between the 
different scales and architectural expressions of the adjacent buildings. 
 
The graphic and representation of the project is of a very high order indeed, and the entire 
presentation exhibits a level of Professionalism and confidence rarely encountered at this early 
stage of Architectural Education. 
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