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“ART AS SOCIAL BINDING – BAIA MARE, THE FORTRESS SQUARE” 
  
GENERAL COMMENT 
 
The jury was very impressed by this competition being a joint 
initiative of the concerned architectural schools and wants to 
specially congratulate the student organizations of Timisoara and 
Cluj who spent a lot of time and energy to take care of the jury 
sessions. Although the program of this competition is not so complex 
it appeared to be very difficult on a small site in the historic center of 
Baia Mare. The submissions were not only very numerous but also of 
relatively high level, certainly taking into account that this 
competition was reserved for students of the second year.  
 
The jury wishes to address a special message to the Ministry of Culture by stressing the need to support 
innovative and high quality contemporary architectural interventions in historical contexts.  The jury fears 
that the winning projects would never get a building permit from an average Romanian heritage 
commission, in spite of their implicit contextually and the correctness of their insertion. It is urgent that 
heritage authorities learn to appreciate and support new interventions, if not they will degrade into the 
'Ministry of Nostalgia'. None of the three winning projects copies the profile of the adjacent house. 
Integration in the context is like entering into a table conversation during a banquet. If you each time 
repeat the sentence of your neighbor he will soon think that you want to make a fool of him. Integration 
should be defined as an attempt to add a meaningful sentence to the conversation; if that sentence is 
intelligent and relevant then even some contradiction should be allowed. It is not wrong to attach to the 
profile of an adjacent building but it should by no means be compulsory. Historic mimetic design should be 
avoided by all means. The existing should not be seen as a limitation, it should on the contrary be a 
stimulating source of inspiration and new quality. The best of the past deserves a lot more than to be 
copied or quoted, it deserves the best of the future. Change is necessary to keep a city alive. Conservation 
should not be avoiding change but stimulation the quality of change. Moreover it is crucial for the 
profession of architecture to keep encouraging research towards new forms and new solutions. Only this 
way the profession can evolve and stay relevant.  
 
 
FIRST PRIZE - RAZVAN SCHIPOR - FAUCJ 
 
The jury appreciated the simple form – including a quote of the vernacular wooden barn - that was used to 
create a strong gesture and a truly iconic building. There is a very clear and legible spatial distribution and 
separation of functions. The project proposes an interesting relation with the historical context by 
detaching the volume and by rotating the axis of the roof. Moreover the presentation is of a very high 
quality on all the levels: the graphics, the lay out, the extensive rendering of the existing context and the 
original 'cartoon' style used to suggest the art activities.  
 
 
SECOND PRIZE - IONUT POPA - FAUCJ 
 
This project seduces with its strong poetic materiality that refers to the mining history of the region of Baia 
Mare. The response to the historical context is subtle and sensitive.  The sculptural volumetric elaboration 
of the interior and the careful treatment of daylight create an ideal oneiric and inspiring habitat for artists. 
The graphical presentation with beautifully hand crafted drawings and a model creates very strong images.  
 
 



THIRD PRIZE - DURDUN ROXANA - FAUCJ 
 
The jury was convinced by the overall high-quality of this project. It is a mature and courageous project 
with a strong sculptural quality. The project is bold, however utterly convincing. The jury fears that a project 
like this would never surpass the approval of a heritage commission of the ministry of culture, which is 
disappointing for such a convincing, contextual sensitive project. The details are carefully executed in a 
pragmatic way. Each space is different but has equal qualities, both in the exterior and the interior. A strong 
connection is made between the gallery and the square, the gallery and the street and the opposite church. 
The working process of the artists and the relation to the public is another strong feature. Lastly, the 
presentation has clear images, plans and perspectives. Overall, this is an extremely strong project in almost 
all its aspects.  
  
 
MENTION - NAP ALEXANDRU - FAUCJ 
 
The jury appreciates the sculptural quality of the building and the purity of the whole, with clear 
programmatic distribution, good relations to the south plaza, an inspired corner treatment as a public 
passage and a bold totally blind façade towards the street. We feel that its unique but also realistic and 
feasible. 
 
MENTION - BADOI DENISA - FAUTM 
 
In this project, the basement space is very strong, with an original expressionistic quality of the gallery 
space. However, it is not establishing a good connection with the street level. The project works with color 
and transparency almost in a fauve manner. In addition to this, the theme of the building within a building 
is very interesting, although the presentation style doesn’t help in communicating the strong points of the 
project. 
 
MENTION - ADAM INCZE - BME 
The super strong gesture is certainly one of the best and appealing aspects of this project. The very clear 
program distribution is a plus, just as the very good connection between  the raised covered platform and 
the existing plaza, organizing and extending the public space. Still, there is no clue about the materiality 
and the perspectives and sections are inconsistent in illustrating the proportionality of the built volumes. 
 
 
MENTION – BENCE SZABO - BME 
 
The jury admires the simple and straightforward idea of the project. It is original with several creative ideas. 
The flexible and transformable spaces are convincing. The openness and relation to the square enlarge the 
available public space. However, the jury has doubts about the overall feasibility of the project, in particular 
the structure of the walls. The drawings of the (non) façade do not fully convince the jury. This could have 
improved with more time for research and experiment. Perhaps an experiment with the creation of a 
model would have improved the project slightly.  
 
MENTION – STANCIU IULIA FELICIA - FAUCJ 
 
The jury admires this strong entry of the competition. It is well detailed and well executed. The proposal 
distinguishes a good distribution of the program: 3 clear elements. The project brings the public space 
inside the building by opening up the block with an inner street. It has clever details, but overall it is a bit 
too “well-behaved”(cuminte) and in-line with its traditional neighbour. This integration of the building into 
the context is done in a good way but on the same hand not that daring.   
 



 
 
FINALIST - VLAD VARGANICI - FAUTM 
 
The jury appreciated the clear programmatic organization, the intelligent box-in-box concept, the intriguing 
materiality and the general graphical presentation. The smooth perspective of the volume is very 
interesting but it is completely contradicted by the very unlucky solution of the cornice of the roof in the 
elevations and sections.   
 
FINALST - GERGELY GALANTAI - BME 
 
The jury appreciate in this project the right way to approach an introverted solution with a consistent 
relationship between interior and exterior space. 
Activating the roof through a green solution would be made more sense if these were open to the public or 
private access. 
Presentation of the inner perspective is slightly rigid and devoid of lyricism , the building is having an 
institutional aspect and less of mixed use of function like housing - workshop - gallery. 
 
FINALIST - VALENTINA HONCERU - FAUCJ 
 
Jury point the volumetric solution and its relation to context , accuracy and presentation of the plans . The 
solution shows two different courtyards , one mineral and a natural one but the manner of its 
communication with the public space is lacking. 
 
FINALIST - MILKO BOGDAN - FAUTM 
 
One of the solutions of intervention by a monovolume building concept with a strong presence in relation 
with the plaza. The subtle and flexible texture of the façade creates a transparent and yet consistent 
monovolume. Regrettably the further elaboration and presentation could have been researched and 
experimented furthermore. 
 
FINALIST – PETER TOMASOVSKY - BME 
 
This strong and clear proposal derives from a good concept: the metaphor of the inhabited tree, which is 
very interesting. The programming however is not always clear and the jury believes that the outside 
exhibitions space might not work. The presentation of the proposal also misses a connection with the 
context.  
 
FINALIST – CORNEA VICTORITA MONICA - FAUCJ 
 
The student put forward a courageous project, with a monolithic quality, creating an iconic building. The 
ground plans are well executed but there is some lack of a convincing connection with the square. The 
connection between the outside symmetry and the inside a-symmetry is, however, not convincing.  
 
FINALIST – DIANA MATEI  - FAUCJ 
 
The strongest element of this well detailed and executed work is the large glass wall to the square. Through 
this, there is a clear connection between the public square and the art space. Furthermore, the distribution 
of the spaces is good and the materialisation original. Overall, the proposal could have been more 
convincing if it tried to make some more daring decisions. 
 
 



FINALIST – ANDREI MOLDOVAN - FAUCJ 
 
The jury acknowledges the strong sculptural language of the proposal, combined with a well-executed 
modularity. The public passage which continues inside is strong. The best part of the project is the clever 
solution of the connection between the traditional and the modern part of the building. The section 
drawings in the presentation are somewhat unlucky. 
 
FINALIST – OVIDIU TOMA - FAUTM 
 
This project chooses a very radical approach, especially the blind wall and simple almost hidden entrance. 
This decision is a clear radical choice and creates a strong balance with the lightness and openness of the 
upper-windows. The overall groundplan is convincing but the sections are somewhat unlucky. 
 
FINALIST - SVINTI IVONA CARMEN - FAUCJ 
 
The jury appreciates the unique corner solution, with a huge amount of public space in the form of a 
tribune connecting the entry of the building with the public square. Yet, the outside stairs leads to a blank 
wall and the building should be taller and without the pseudo ruin materiality. 
 
FINALIST - BUTA ALEXANDRU IOAN - FAUCJ 
 
The student had the courage to intervene in the project of the plaza, by remodeling its corner and creating 
a very good connection with the ground floor gallery. Also, some details of the openings to the north and to 
the side street are very well taken care of. 
 
FINALIST - BLAGA GEORGE TRAIAN - FAUCJ 
 
The project manages to create a very successful ground floor gallery / studio space, with an impressive 
visual communication between the different levels, as seen in the transversal section, and a very clear 
distribution of the program. Unfortunately, the facades and window treatments should clearly be 
reconsidered. 
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